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PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 557 

lot of man, is it not high time that we should stop and bethink ourselves 
of a possible alternative to a course which is both fatal and ridiculous? 
Has not the time come when Kant's ' Copernican change of standpoint ' 
might at last be put through seriously, and when truth, instead of being 
offered up to idols and sacrificed to ' ideals,' might at length be depicted 
in her human beauty and simplicity? 

F. C. S. Schiller. 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford. 

II seniimento imperialista. Giovanni Amadori Virgilj. Milan : Sandron. 

1906. Pp. xxii -h 340. 

In this volume the author attempts a ' psychosociological ' study of 
the imperialistic tendency manifested in the German and Anglo-Saxon 
peoples. The aim of the study is simply to present in full detail the 
actual sources and factors, economic, political and emotional, which make 
the phenomenon of imperialism what it is. 

In an introduction an analysis of ' collective mentality ' and a descrip- 
tion of the author's method are given. Considerable preliminary atten- 
tion is given to the relation between individual and social ideas and 
' energies.' The body of the special study falls into three parts : (I.) The 
essence of imperialism, as a phenomenon; (II.) The causes of imperial- 
ism ; (III.) The power of imperialism. 

What merits the attention of the psychologist in this work, whose 
theme belongs to the sociologist, is the purely psychological form of de- 
scription and analysis. The author uses the traditional trinity of feeling, 
idea and will together with Eibot's concept of ' affective logic ' as criteria 
for distinguishing social factors and types of social activity. The 
elaborations indulged in may strike the reader as superfine and unneces- 
sary, in so far as explaining the nature of the imperialistic tendency is 
concerned. These may well be pardoned, however, when one notices the 
keen descriptions of the really important factors, such as the Teutonic 
temperament, the growth from nationalism through racialism to an as 
yet unattained humanism, the changes in ethical and religious concepts, 
and so on. 

The writer describes the general tendency of imperialism thus : 
" Firstly there arises the simple desire of empire, then the concept of 
altruism (as an affective logical reinforcer or justification), and, finally, 
the concept of religion appears" (p. 68, etc.). Each stage is induced by 
special causes, both intellectual and economic. Imperialism is the op- 
posite of socialism, being the feudal idea in a new form. Inasmuch as 
so many politicoeconomical factors are involved in demonstrating these 
conclusions, detailed criticism would be out of place here. The author's 
facts and theories about the social mind, however, have considerable 
interest for the psychologist, while the analyses of ethical problems arising 
in and through imperialism are highly suggestive to the ethicist. 

Walter B. Pitkin. 

Columbia University. 



